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Section C: Unseen poetry 
 

Answer both questions in this section.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  In ‘Building Blocks’ how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings 
towards the bullies? 

 
 [24 marks]  
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Mother to Son 
Well, son, I’ll tell you: 
Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair. 
It’s had tacks in it, 
And splinters, 
And boards torn up, 
And places with no carpet on the floor— 
Bare. 
But all the time 
I’se been a-climbin’ on, 
And reachin’ landin’s, 
And turnin’ corners, 
And sometimes goin’ in the dark 
Where there ain’t been no light. 
So boy, don’t you turn back. 
Don’t you set down on the steps 
’Cause you finds it’s kinder hard. 
Don’t you fall now— 
For I’se still goin’, honey, 
I’se still climbin’, 
And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair. 

        Langston Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In both ‘Building Blocks’ and ‘Mother to Son’ the poets explore ideas 
about resilience and facing difficulties.  
 
What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods 
the poets use to present these ideas? 

 
 

 
 [8 marks] 
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Section C: Unseen poetry 
 

Answer both questions in this section.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  In ‘Words’ how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings towards 
words? 

 
 [24 marks]  
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Childhood 
 

I used to think that grown-up people chose 
To have stiff backs and wrinkles round their nose, 
And veins like small fat snakes on either hand, 
On purpose to be grand. 
Till through the banisters I watched one day 
My great-aunt Etty’s friend who was going away, 
And how her onyx beads had come unstrung. 
I saw her grope to find them as they rolled; 
And then I knew that she was helplessly old, 
As I was helplessly young.  

       Frances Cornford 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In both ‘Words’ and ‘Childhood’ the poets explore feelings about 
childhood and the experiences we have. 
 
What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods 
the poets use to present these ideas? 

 
 

 
 [8 marks] 
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Section C: Unseen poetry 
 

Answer both questions in this section.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  In ‘Love After Love’ how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings 
about life and how to live? 

 
 [24 marks]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Love After Love 
 

The time will come 
when, with elation 
you will greet yourself arriving 
at your own door, in your own mirror 
and each will smile at the other's welcome, 
 
and say, sit here. Eat. 
You will love again the stranger who was your self. 
Give wine. Give bread. Give back your heart 
to itself, to the stranger who has loved you 
 
all your life, whom you ignored 
for another, who knows you by heart. 
Take down the love letters from the bookshelf, 
 
the photographs, the desperate notes, 
peel your own image from the mirror. 
Sit. Feast on your life. 

Derek Walcott 
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The Laughing Heart 
your life is your life 
don’t let it be clubbed into dank submission. 
be on the watch. 
there are ways out. 
there is light somewhere. 
it may not be much light but 
it beats the darkness. 
be on the watch. 
the gods will offer you chances. 
know them. 
take them. 
you can’t beat death but 
you can beat death in life, sometimes. 
and the more often you learn to do it, 
the more light there will be. 
your life is your life. 
know it while you have it. 
you are marvelous 
the gods wait to delight 
in you. 

 
Charles Bukowski   

 
 
 
 
 
 

In both ‘Love after love’ and ‘The Laughing Heart’ the poets explore 
ideas about living life and hope for the future.  
 
What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods 
the poets use to present these ideas? 

 
 

 
 [8 marks] 
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Section C: Unseen poetry 
 

Answer both questions in this section.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   In ‘Brothers’ how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about 
his brother? 

 
 [24 marks]  
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Brothers 
 

Saddled with you for the afternoon, me and Paul 
ambled across the threadbare field to the bus stop, 
talking over Sheffield Wednesday’s chances in the Cup 
while you skipped beside us in your ridiculous tank-top, 
spouting six-year-old views on Rotherham United. 
 
Suddenly you froze, said you hadn’t any bus fare. 
I sighed, said you should go and ask Mum 
and while you windmilled home I looked at Paul. 
His smile, like mine, said I was nine and he was ten 
and we must stroll the town, doing what grown-ups do. 
 
As a bus crested the hill we chased Olympic Gold. 
Looking back I saw you spring towards the gate, 
your hand holding out what must have been a coin. 
I ran on, unable to close the distance I’d set in motion. 
 

Andrew Forster 
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In both ‘Brothers’ and ‘Poem for my sister’ the poets explore feelings 
about relationships with their siblings. 
 
What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods 
the poets use to present these ideas? 

 
 

 
 [8 marks] 
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